HJESPAY, DECEMBER 20, 1966. 

"PUBLISHER BACKS 
DECISION TO PRINT 

I Holds ‘People Have Right to 
i Know’ Assassination Facts 


Harper & Row, Publishers, 

Inc., defended yesterday its de- 
cision to publish “The Death of 
a President,” and said that the 
people had a “right to know the 
facts of the awesome tragedy” 

— the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

Cass Canfield, the chairman | 
of the executive committee of 
Harper & Row, softly criticized j 
the Kennedy family by suggest- j 
ing that, if any of them had 
read the book, "the present situ- 
ation might have been avoided.” 

Last Friday, Mrs. John F. 

Kennedy filed a suit in State 
Supreme Court to prevent both : 
the publication Of the book and The New York Times 

its imminent serialization in PUBLISHER COMMENTS: 
Look magazine. Cass Canfield, head of Har- 

The suit is based on the con- ,r. Rnw rf P f„ndin<r Wil- 

tention that William Manches- £ er „ ’ *7 , , , 

ter, the author of the book, Ilam Manchester s book at 
violated his contract with Sen- news conference yesterday. 

ator Robert F. Kennedy. The 11 ■■ .... 

contract said that “The Death _ . , „ . , . 

of a President” could not be Manchester had been “subject 
published before Nov. 22, 1968, to many repeated pressures for 
and that it must be approved many months” because of the 
by Mrs. Kennedy and Smator book, and he himself felt “very 
■Kennedy. badly” that Mrs. Kennedy was 

Breach of Propriety Seen disturbed. 

_ , , Harper & Row, Mr. Canfield 

„ Kennedy said she had said> . <was not motivated by, 

filed the suit because Mr. Man- profit ,, when it undertook to! 
Chester., had abused her confi- publish “The Death of a Presi- 
dence by using her personal dent >* 

recollections “without regard to .< 0n the contrary,” he said, 
accepted standards of propriety « all Harper profits will go to 
and good faith.” the Kennedy Library except for 

Simon H. Rifkmd, attorney a sm ail return to Harper’s on 
for Mrs. Kennedy, said yester- our f irst printing.” 
day that he knew “nothing Mr. Manchester, Mr. Canfield 
about any efforts at a settle- sa id, “is also making substan- 

However. a source close to ' : 

the participants in the dispute, ■' 

said that “contacts, informal 
ones” were being made by both 
sides. 

Mr. Canfield made his state- 
ment at the Overseas Press 
Club, 54 West 40th Street, be- 
fore about 40 reporters. After- 


sorrow than in anger yesterday. ot a . Tennessean 

It is known that Harper & Row then an administrative as- 
had not expected Mrs. Kennedy S‘ 3taat . to Mr Kennedy Later, 
to press her suit, and that Sen- Mr. Seigenthaler reviewed “The 
ator Kennedy had been reluc- ? eath of a President’ for the 
tant to see her do so. Senator. 

The book is said by some During the editing of "The 

persons to present President Enemy Within,” Mr. Thomas, 
Johnson is. an unfavorable light, Mr. Seigenthaler and the Sen- 
in some situations, and to speak ator became quite close, 
of hostility that the Ken- Aided John Kennedy 
nedys felt toward him. This, , . . .V 

the Senator and his advisers William Attwood, editor, in 

thought, could only increase chief of Cowles Communica- 
political. tensions between the tions, which publishes Look* has 
Kennedys and the Johnsons. connections, too. In I960, John 
Nonetheless, the Senator is Kennedy asked him to join his 
said to feel that a suit was not Campaign staff. Later, Mr. Ken- 
the appropriate action. nedy appointed him, succesSive- 

Besides politics, the dispute ly> Ambassador to Guinea, and 
over the book touches persons Kenya. 

who are connected through Cowles Communications .and 
marriage, friendship and busi- Harper & Row are also joined 


Last week Mr Canfield said, editor of The Minneapolis .Star 
he was deeply distressed over and Tribune, which owns ‘half 
the fact that Mrs. Kennedy is of Harper’s magazine, 
upset because I. have great re- Harper & Row owns me 6t her 
spect and admiration for her.” half . John Cowles Jr . is ~ the 
Mrs. Kennedy s sister, Mrs. preS i(jent of Harper’s and serves 
Stanislas Radziwill was once on its board with Mr. Canfield, 
married to Michael T Canfield, who is aIso his father-in-law. 
he son or Mr Canfield, who is Mr Cowles married- the.'for- 
the grandfather of their son m er Jane Sage Fuller Flores, a 
™C lony ' J „ daughter of Mr. Canfield’s' sec- 

The memorandum of agree- 0 nd wife 
iment signed by Mr Manchester « The thing is,” said a partici- 
and Senator Kennedy stipulates pant in the disput e, “all these 
hat, “at the. request of. the people know one anc ,ther. ! It’s 
Kennedy famdy, the Publisher baffling that the thing has gone- 
will be Harper & Row.” Mr. as f ar as ft has.” ? 

Manchester was asked to get ' - 

a written release from Little, REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST? 




